Infective Endocarditis Complicated by Mitral Valve Aneurysm: Pathologic and Echocardiographic Correlations.
Infective endocarditis is a well-described cardiovascular disease that causes significant morbidity and mortality despite medical and surgical advances. Complications of endocarditis include heart failure, systemic embolization, and valvular destruction including valve aneurysms which increase morbidity and mortality. Mitral valve aneurysms are rarely encountered in the clinical setting. We present eight mitral valve aneurysm cases and discuss a new potential pathogenesis of this deadly endocarditis complication. Pathologic evaluation suggests that neovascularization of the anterior mitral valve leaflet predisposes this territory to abscess and aneurysm formation. In conclusion, mitral valve aneurysms appear to be another form of intravalvular abscess which has expanded and should be approached aggressively with surgical intervention if indicated.